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THE UTTERANCES OF AMOS ARRANGED 
STROPHICALLY. 



By William R. Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



II. JUDGMENT AGAINST ISRAEL, 2:6-16.' 

1. Injustice and Oppression in Israel' — 3:6-8. 

For three transgressions of Israel, 

Yea, for four, I will not revoke it, 

Because they have sold for silver the righteous, 

And the needy for a pair of shoes. 

And because garments taken in pledge they spread out 

Beside every altar ; 

And the wine of those fined they drink 

In the houses of their gods. 

Who tread on the head of the poor, 

And the way of the humble turn aside, 

And a man and his judge deal according to agreement, 3 

And so profane my holy name. 

2. Yahweh's Unavailing Efforts to Build up Israel — 2:0-12.'' 

And it was I who brought you up out of Egypt 
And led you in the wilderness forty years 
To possess the land of the Amorite. 

•See the Biblical World, August, 1898, pp. 86-9. 

* This division has three strophes of the trimeter movement. Each strophe con- 
tains a single verse, but it seems best to transpose vs. 7 to follow vs. 8. This trans- 
position avoids much that is abrupt, renders the order of thought more regular, secures 
a climax in the statement, and makes the connection close between this division of 
the piece and the next. 

3 In the ordinary translation, " a man and his father go unto the same maid ; " this 
means nothing in this connection, and by the change of a singular letter reads as 
above. (So Hoffmann.) 

4 This piece stands in closest connection with the preceding ; cf. the contrast 
between their profanation of his holy name and the thought which immediately 
follows. It falls into three strophes, each of three pentameters, or six alternating 
trimeters and dimeters, preferably the former ; since the long-drawn-out lines picture 

179 



1 80 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

And I destroyed before them the Amorite 

Whose height was like the height of the cedars, and he was strong as 

the oaks ; 
Yet I destroyed his fruit from above and his roots from beneath. 

And I raised up your sons for prophets and your young men for 

Nazarites ; 
But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink and upon the prophets ye 

laid prohibition. 
Is it not even thus, O children of Israel ? saith Yahweh. 

3. The Impending Calamity — 2:i3-i6. 56 

Behold I will make you groan in your places, 
Just as the threshing sledge causes to groan 
(The floor) that is filled with sheaves. 

Then shall refuge fail the swift, 7 
And the strong shall not strengthen his force, 
Neither shall the mighty man deliver himself, 
He that handleth the bow shall not stand. 

And the swift of foot shall not deliver himself, 

And he that is courageous among the mighty, 

And he that is skilled shall not deliver himself, 

And he that rideth a horse shall fall away in that day. 7 8 

thej[historical details given and form a contrast with the quick trimeter movement of 
vss. 13-15 which follow. It is necessary to transfer vs. 10 to precede vs. 9, because 
this is a simple historical statement, and the chronological order is self-evident, while 
nothing is gained by trying to explain that vs. 9, although later in time, is put before 
vs. 10 to emphasize the greatness of the victory over the tall and mighty aborigines. 
The confusion grew out of the fact that both strophes began with the same word. The 
whole of vs. 9 grows out of and depends upon the mention of the Amorite in vs. 10. 

s The charge of wickedness was made in the first strophe, the futile efforts of 
Yahweh to save the nation are narrated in the second. The third gives us the climax : 
Israel must suffer for her sins. 

6 This piece, forming the third of the dreadful trilogy, comes back to the trimeter 
movement. The movement then becomes short and quick, as if by its very form to 
foretell the coming doom. 

7 A comparison of the second and third strophes shows a general purpose on the 
part of the writer to represent the thought with the same words arranged in a some- 
what striking manner. Two transpositions make the similarities of the strophes still 
more striking, and the parallelism more perfect. 

8 The thought of these three divisions of the piece is a unit: (1) The nation has 
sinned grievously, treating the poor and needy unjustly and oppressing them beyond 
all measure, until their behavior has become in the eyes of the world a profanation of 
Yahweh'sholy name. (2) This immoral condition is due to no lack of effort or knowl- 
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III. THE ROAR OF THE LION; DESTRUCTION IS COMING, 

3: 1-8. 8 

Hear this word that Yahweh hath spoken against you, 

Against the whole family which I brought out of the land of Egypt : 

You only have I known of all the families of the earth ; 
(But you have forsaken and rejected Yahweh your God,) 9 
Therefore I will visit upon you all your iniquities ; 
Can two walk together if they be not agreed ? 

Does a lion roar in the forest when there is no prey for him ? 
Does a young lion cry out of his den if he hath taken nothing ? 
Does a bird fall upon the ground if there is no hunter ? 
Does a snare fly up without catching anything ? 

Is a trumpet sounded in the city and the people do not tremble ? 
Can evil happen in the city and Yahweh not have caused it ? 
But the Lord God does nothing, 
Except he reveal his purpose to his servants the prophets. 

The lion having roared, who does not fear ? 

The Lord God having spoken, who is it that cannot prophesy ? 

IV. THE DOOM OF SAMARIA, 3 : 0—4 : 3.'° 

Publish ye in the palaces at Ashdod and in the palaces in the land 
of Egypt ; 

edge, since he had led Israel out of Egypt, and had driven the Canaanites before 
them, and had given teachers who should declare righteousness to them ; but all his 
care had been without result. (3) For her sins Israel must suffer. The nation shall 
perish. No one, not even the swiftest and strongest, shall escape. 

8 The ordinary view which makes this passage an explanation of the prophet's 
mission, upon the ground that he is compelled by Yahweh's power to speak, though 
against his will, does not bear close examination. 

The strophic arrangement of the passage is five strophes, namely of 2 + 4 + 4 
+ 4+2 lines. The pentameter movement is better adapted to the thought than the 
trimeter. 

'This strophe seems to have lost one of its four lines, the restoration of which 
(But you have forsaken and rejected Yahweh your God) greatly aids in securing an 
intelligible interpretation. 

10 The strophic arrangement of this piece, which is entirely separate from the pre- 
ceding and from the following, was 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4-1-4 pentameters. To restore 
this certain minor changes in the text are necessary, as well as the transfer of vs. 15 to 
follow vs. 11. 

These strophes logically divide themselves into three groups, each of two, and in 
the first strophe of each group reference is made to Samaria. 
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Assemble yourselves upon the mountain of Samaria and see the mani- 
fold tumults therein, 
And (how) they know not to do good, saith Yahweh, 
These who treasure violence and oppression in their palaces. 

Therefore (saith Yahweh) an adversary shall surround the land, 

And he shall strip from thee thy strength and thy palaces shall be 

plundered ; 
And I will smite the winter house together with the summer house, 
And the houses of ivory shall perish, yea many houses shall perish. 

Thus saith Yahweh of Hosts : as the shepherd rescues, 
From the mouth of the lion, two legs or the piece of an ear, 
So shall the children of Israel be rescued who live in Samaria 
In the corner of a couch, in the damask of a divan. 

Hear ye and testify against the house of Jacob, saith Yahweh, 
Surely I will inflict punishment upon the altars of Bethel 
************ 
And the horns of the altar shall be cut off and fall to the ground. 

Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, 

Who * * * * in the mountain of Samaria, 

Who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 

Who say to their husbands, give that we may drink : 

The Lord Yahweh hath sworn by his holiness, 
Surely indeed the days are coming upon you, 
When ye shall be taken with hooks, the last of you with fish-hooks, 
And through breaches ye shall go forth straight, and be driven to 
Hermon. 11 

11 The thought in brief is this : (i) So great is the wickedness of the capital city, 
Samaria, that even Egypt and Philistia, called upon to view the inside of Samaria's 
walls, are astonished at what they see. (2) But an enemy is coming who will quickly 
lay waste this beautiful and luxurious city. What remains will be as nothing. Even 
the altars of Bethel shall be included in the dreadful destruction. (3) The women of 
Samaria, because of their debaucheries, must share the punishment. They shall be 
carried away captives through breaches in the walls. 



